
Don’t get caught driving 
without it. 
Uninsured motorists and underinsured 
motorists coverage, commonly referred to 
as “UM/UIM” coverage, provides you with 
bodily injury protection in an auto accident 
which is caused by another party who has 
low, or no, limits of liability. If you are involved 
in an accident where you sustain bodily injury, 
and the other party is at-fault, your UM/UIM 
coverage can help fill in gaps for medical 
expenses and other compensatory damages.

1  Driving with insurance is the law, but 
it doesn’t stop people from driving 
without it.

Everyone has car insurance since it’s the 
law, right? Wrong. You would be surprised to 
learn that even your next door neighbor could 
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be driving without insurance. Some states 
have systems that electronically track your 
insurance coverage (e.g. Florida, Nevada), 
and if cancelled or lapsed, they’ll impose 
harsh fines and penalties. Other states may 
have vehicle owners sign a form stating they 
are ‘financially responsible’ for causing injury 
or damage, but they don’t have to ‘prove’ 
they have coverage. “In the state of Ohio for 
example, there’s no completely safe way to 
make sure everyone maintains insurance. 
Because others aren’t covered, we have 
to protect ourselves.” says Jennifer Kryz, 
Claims Advocate, Oswald Companies. Those 
who have insurance may have the minimum 
limits required by their state, or even let their 
policies cancel because of the cost. These 
actions put every driver at risk for out of 
pocket medical expenses. 
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2  Health insurance doesn’t cover all 
expenses when you are injured in  
a car accident.

What do you mean my health insurance won’t  
cover everything? Having health insurance is 
important, but don’t be blindsided by thinking 
it will cover all medical expenses when you’re 
in a car accident caused by an at-fault party. 
Severe accidents can diminish your skills, 
abilities, and quality of life which may result in 
ongoing rehabilitation or lifetime care costs.  
Additionally, loss of income and pain and 
suffering are all things that may be covered 
by your UM/UIM coverage, which are not 
offered through health insurance.  
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3  Your auto insurance protects you as 
a pedestrian and an bicyclist.

You mean I don’t even have to be in a car? 
Correct, you have coverage in a car, but 
also as a pedestrian and a bicyclist. In 2015 
there were 5,376 pedestrians killed and an 
estimated 70,000 injured in traffic crashes in 
the United States. On average, a pedestrian 
was killed every 1.6 hours and injured every 
7.5 minutes in traffic crashes (NHSTA, Traffic 
Safety Facts, February 2017). Whether  
you walk to work, ride a bike, or are walking 
into a store, you are at risk of getting hit  
by a vehicle. 

4  Protect passengers in your car.

Your family and friends trust you enough 
to get into your car, but what happens 
if everyone is injured in an accident by a 
car running a red light? According to the 
Insurance Resource Council, about 13% of 
drivers are uninsured in the United States. 
Accidents happen – we cannot anticipate or 
control them. Be safe, and ensure you have 
adequate limits on your insurance policy to 
protect those you care about most.

5  Have peace of mind in another 
person’s car.

People generally have good intentions, but 
their auto insurance policy may not have 
the same limits as yours, and asking them 
about it could make for an uncomfortable 
conversation. This is especially true if your 
children carpool to school or events with 
other parents and friends. In the event of a 
car accident, your policy may help cover your 
injuries and those family members in your 
household.

Ultimately, we can’t select who we will be in a car accident with, or predict when we’ll be in the wrong place at the wrong time. With a little 
preparation, you can secure the broadest protection for yourself and your family members when purchasing auto insurance. Be sure to consult 
with your insurance agent on adequate limits, and always refer to your auto contract for special terms and conditions of the coverage.

Estimated Percentages  
Of Uninsured Drivers*

Source: Insurance Research Council, 2017

  0 -  8 Percent
  9 - 11 Percent
 12 - 14 Percent
 15 - 26 Percent

Top Five Highest and Lowest States of Uninsured Drivers*

HIGHEST LOWEST

Rank State % Uninsured Rank State % Uninsured

1 Florida 26.7% 1 Maine 4.5%

2 Mississippi 23.7% 2 New York 6.1%

3 New Mexico 20.3% 3 Massachusetts 6.2%

4 Michigan 20.3% 4 North Carolina 6.5%

5 Tennesse 20.0% 5 Vermont 6.8%

CLAIM EXAMPLES

Scooter Rental On Vacation

Matt rented a scooter while on 
vacation and suffered major injuries in 
an accident when making a U-turn on 
a busy highway. The negligent driver 
who struck Matt had minimum limits 
of $10,000 which was paid to Matt, 
but still left over $500,000 in unpaid 
medical bills. To make matters worse, 
Matt didn’t have health insurance. In 
the end, Matt was able to file a claim 
through his underinsured motorists 
bodily injury coverage which covered 
$500,000 in medical expenses and 
costs associated with his injuries.

Driving At Night

Amy was driving on the freeway 
one night when a vehicle traveling in 
the opposite direction crossed the 
median and struck her head on. The 
uninsured, at-fault party was killed 
instantly. Amy suffered severe injuries 
including broken bones, fractured ribs, 
a punctured lung, and an amputation 
of her right leg. Amy’s medical bills 
exceeded $1 million, and don’t include 
the cost of long-term care needed for 
the future. Amy had an auto policy 
with $300,000 uninsured motorists 
coverage, and an umbrella policy with 
an additional $1 million of uninsured 
motorists coverage. Her insurance 
carrier immediately paid policy limits 
on both policies to satisfy their claim.

Source: Insurance Research Council, 2017 *Percentages derived from 2015 data.
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